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FILE

| Vallen-

By Jeas Themsen

The dote vas 14 June 1946. The place:
foteign diplomats iz the Kremlias.

“When we sntered, Stalia rose at the end of the large comferemce
cable. Seviet Vice Minister of Perveign Affairs Losoveki sat mexnt te
hia. Stalia, dressed in mareshal] ssifora with the ster of the Vigtesy
Ozder on his chest, stepped tovard ne, stretched his hand owt, aad

ssid s his low, bdut distimet, voice, "Stalis..."

That 1s hev the Svedish Goverament's emissary teo Noscov, Staffea
Sederbarg, descrided his mectiag vwith Joseph Stalis ia s secret repert
te the Swedieh Ninistry of Foreiga Affairs., This wvas the firet time
that the Russisan dictater heard sbout the vanished Swedish diplomat

Rsoul Wallesberg -~ officislly from Sveden.

Negligence bdordering on cold indifference characterised the

attitude tovard the Wallemberg csse of the Svedish Niaistry of Teresign
The suspicion that Raoul Wallenderg's Swedish relatives have

Aftatize.

entertained for years that Raocul Wallenderg ves sacrified in faver of
o good Suwedish-Soviet relationship has besn confirmed ia the seven
volumes of documents with & teotal of 1,900 pages that vere relessed
5y the Swedish Nimistry of Foreiga Affairs yesterday.

The reception teom feor

Victin o

After soms plessant phrases sbost his happiness over befmg i
Nescov snd greetings from the Swedish King sad Prise Mimister Albia
Banssen, Staffen Scderdles gave his reason for being there - bHut neot
eatil Stalin asked hism - sad asntiened Reoul VWalleaderg.

Stalia repeated the name, "VWae Vallenberg his name?”

Soderdlen, "Yes, Vallemberg."”

Stalin vrote the mame o8 & pad.

Sederblon said that Raowul Hallo-bor;'atlappoatcd in Budapest
shertly after the Red Army's conquest of the city and vas last seen
ia a car vith Ruseisn military personsel on his way to Debrecsesn,

Bungary's temporsry capitel.
Stalis imterjected, “You do kaow, don't you, Shat ve ordered

that the Swedes must be protected?”
Soderblon, "Yes, and I personslly am coavinmced that Vallemberg

has been s victim of an accident or robbers..."

The Sovi ] o B tiate
At that time, while Staffen Soderblom was exchangiag compliments

with Joseph Stalim, Reoul VWallesberg was ia the Luybysaka Prisos ia
Moscow where his Russian NKVD interrogstors could say fairly truth-
fully that the Svedish suthorities did not comeider his disappearance

taportant and did nothimg to save him, 9
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It appears from the relessed documents, wvhich origisslly were
classified secret uatil 1993, thet the Russisns were ready to mnego-
tiste abeut Reoul Uallenberg's release in 1946 and 1947 already.
This opinion was held by Svedea's Charge 4'Affaires inm Moscow, ULf
Barck-Nolst, among others, but dees not seem to have been shared by
Stockholm. Barck-Nelst, who died in 1962, vrote inm aumerovs dis-
patches that aot ene clue ia the Wallemberg case sheuld remsia un-
explaored. But yet beth the Svedish Govermmeant and the Miaistry of
Toxeign Affairs refrained from takiag amny actual steps to save Wal-
lenberg during the firet critical post-var years.

There 18 nething ia the documents, which comprise oaly 10-135%
of the total material adout Wallemberg, that explaims Raoul Wallea-
berg's fate ia Seviet inpriscomment. The documents shov that is 1943
and 1946 cthey nainly discussed ia Stockhols how to word the letter
about Walleaberg te the Russians. There is not one word ia the docu-
seats of what was learaed later, mamely that Raowl Walleaberg vae
interrogated 1ia Lyubysnks and Butyrskaya prisons ia Noscow deurinrg
these years and even was tormented vith faformation to the effect
that Sveden vas net ianterested im his case. Infermatios to the
effect that the Soviet Asbassador is Steckholm, Madane Kelloatay,
had said 1ia 1943 already that Vsllemberg vas "uader Russisa pro-
tection” 1s asleo missing. She meationed this in & comversatien
with the thea Mingister of Pereign Affairs Guather sad added that
Walleaberg wae fime. MNadame Kollomtay had apparesntly said the sane
te Walleaberg's mether s couwple of months eserlier.

It deoes not appear from the released documents whether the
Swedes have used Madans Kelleatay's imforsatioam im ctheir letters
te Mescow at eny times.

" Omly eme msn 1ia the Swedish Yoreigam Service, Charge d*Affaires
U1t Barck-Rolst, ssems te have made energetic efforts omn dehalf of
his compatriet with the BSoviet amwthorities. 1Ia December 1946 Barck-
Belet asked a Soviet goverament official whether sz exchange of
Wallenberg could be possible. Barck-Nolst suggested ia his report
te Steckheln sbeut this comversation that the Goverament should
attempt to get am officiasl Russian amswer to such a suggestien.

But this was not dene either.
It was set uatil 1957 that the Soviet suthorities finmally

sdaitted that Racul Wallenderg had bdeen arrested. But it was added
that he hadé dieé from s heart attack im the prisea om 17 July 1947,

As sn additional illestraties of the Swedish asthericies’
asivesess and indifferesce in the Wallenmberg case, the Swedish Wal-
lenberg Poundatien refers te & meeting vith the thea Niaister of
Pereign Affairs Osten Usden. When the assssaption that Valleabderg
was & prisener im the Soviet Unies was mentiened to Undes, th: Hindis-
texr sasvered, "But them do you think that Vishinsky is lying?

*Yos, ve think se,” Vallenberg's half-brether, Guy ven Dardel,
snsvered, sfter which Uaden red-faced and visibly agitated exclainved,
"That is waheard of, that is unheard of,” and left the mecting.

¥gllenberg®s Mother Pitter

Three of the released decusents give the backgrousd of Wallea-
berg's work in Dudapest, the persecution of the Jewe and the Svedish
rescue actiens, dut witheut any full explasation of Valleanberg'e
diplesatic status. There are seme imdicatioms that the Ruseiss sus-
picion of Wallenberg was bssed on & theery that Wallembderg had spiled
for the Americans.
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As official ia the Niaistry of 'orot,n Affaizs in Stockhols
describes s meoting vith Raocul Wallenberg's mother, MNrs. vea Dardel,
i & document dated 4 NMarch 1947. Among other thiage, he said,

At s mesting that lasted feor more thas am heur lre. vea Dardel
complained bditterly over the coeolness and lack of enthusiasa that
reigned i the Ninistry of Poreign Affairs ia cemnection with the
seatch for her son. She was especislly angry over “the Niaiestry of
rotot.n Affatire assuming at sll times that Raeul VWalleaderg vas
dead, Both the envoy Assaresea and Staffan Soderbles had expressly
said te her that she should met count on her som bdeing slive.®

The meeting with Nre. vea Dardel took place four meathe defere
the date wvhen Valiemberg, according to Soviet information, died ia
the Luybysaks prisos ia Moscev.

Dasish 88 volunteers relessed from Soviet prisener-of-ver casps
have also been drawa Liate the seatch duriag the years. DBut mone has
been able to give positive iaformation about Wallemderg. Ia Decea-
ber 1947 the Svedish Rsoul Walleaberg Action tried to persuade the
Borvegian "Storting'e”. Nebel Committee to give Raoul Wallemberg the
Peace Prige in 1948, 1Ia the appeal they gqueted & statement dy Pro-

fesser Aldert Einstein,
“I weuld find it nstursl £if Reoul Walleaberg were givea Nodel's

Pesce Prise, and I shall be happy te give you permission to mentiom
this in sa sppesl for this.”

But Wallenberg did mot get the Peace Prize. Instead it veat te
the Quaker movemeant in Great Britsin and the U.S.A., in 1949 to the
British Johs Boyd Orr, amd later to Yugoslavia's Marshal Tite.

Despite the costinually groviag stacks of docusents im the Swe-
dish Ministry of Foreiga Affairs, Walleadberg vas more or less for-

getcern.
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